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CONGRATULATIONS!!
REALTOR OF THE YEAR
Marci Browne
AFFILIATE OF THE YEAR
Alaina Wills
PRESIDENT’S AWARD
Larry Bean
EMERITUS AWARD
John Pavlik, Sr.
Jack Neyer
Joyce Arndt
GEORGE D. NOCH AWARD
John W. Leonard III
A Salute to Our Sponsors
Please join us in Thanking the companies and organizations whose generous
contributions have enhanced the quality
and enjoyment of your 2011 Annual
Banquet.

SPECIAL THANKS!
Gold Sponsors-Corporate Settlement Solutions, Isabella Bank, Mt. Pleasant Abstract/Alma Abstract/
Gateway Title.
Silver Sponsors-Brad Malley Well DrillingConstruction/Clark Manufactured Homes, Broadway Realty, Century 21 Bowerman/Peake, Century
21 Pioneer, Chemical Bank, Commercial Bank, Executive Mortgage, Firstbank-Alma, Firstbank-Mt.
Pleasant, Four Star Mortgage, Greenstone Farm Credit Services, Isabella Community Credit Union, Moore
Appraisals, Richmar Realty, & Rohman Builders.
Bronze Sponsors-America’s Choice Realty, Century
21 LeeMac, Hometowne Realty, LaBelle Realty, Murphy & Associates, & Williams Appraisal.
And a special thanks to the Banquet Committee: Lori
Young, Lori Carey, Mary Fleming, Alaina Wills, Sue
Welling, Tammy Halfmann, Lisa Fish, Paula Arndt, &
Association Staff.

SALES COMPARISONS
Nov 2010
Units Sold
71
Average Sale $81,656
Total
$5,797,594

Nov 2011
63
$85,141
$5,363,937

2011-2012
leadership
PRESIDENT
Sandi Jeffery

PRESIDENT ELECT
Kevin Keating

PAST PRESIDENT
John Leonard

TREASURER
Rick Arlt

SECRETARY
Rebecca Terpening

DIRECTORS
Leslie Walton
Susan Massaway
Cindy Rank
Carol Farnan
Maggie Murphy
Dianne Beard
Jim Parsons

AFFILIATE DIRECTOR
Sherri Downing

2011 Annual Banquet!

Thank you for all your support for a great 2011.
CMAR continues to be strong. This past year opened more doors and
opportunities for CMAR members. A very successful Affiliate Fair in
April was enjoyed by many. The MLS and Forms committees have
drafted contracts with Ziplogix, and ShowingTime and will be bringing these new programs to the MLS in the first quarter of 2012. The
MLS committee is also working with 2 other Association to create a
Northern Michigan MLS. Negotiations with MiRealsource continue
for data share with the Great Lakes Repository on the East side of the
state. A transition from Paragon 4 to 5 was very successful. The Board
updated the Strategic Plan and created a Vision statement for the Association. The Education committee held several FREE Tools for Success
sessions and FREE continuing education. The Finance committee was
very successful in cutting costs while maintaining annual dues as they
are. We continue to move forward with social networking and creating
an internet presence with help from the Tech committee. All of the
CMAR committees were very active and are very valuable to the Association. Two new faces at the Association office have added a cheerful
atmosphere for those who visit or call.
As 2012 approaches there are many new initiatives,
programs and technologies that the Michigan and National Associations
are working on that CMAR will continue to bring to its members.
We want to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Blessed
and Prosperous 2012.
Debbie, Robyn and Becca

Just for Fun
Somewhere hidden in this newsletter is a hidden “Sold” sign.
Similar to Where’s Waldo? This image has been shrunk down
and strategically placed amongst the exciting information we
have listed through our monthly newsletter. Can you find it?
This week’s FOR SALE image looks like this…

Good luck and happy searching!

DECEMBER EVENTS

ON THE MOVE…
Brian Unruh Century 21 LeeMac to
Coldwell Banker Superior

1ST
CMAR ANNUAL BANQUET
(Association office to close @ 3PM)
5TH
MLS COMMITTEE 8:15AM
6TH
EDUCATION 9AM
FORMS COMMITTEE 12NOON
@ C21 ALMA
8TH
TECH COMMITTEE 10AM
12TH
MLS COMMITTEE 8:15AM
13TH
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 8:30AM
21ST
FORMS COMMITTEE 9AM
25TH

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

MAR UPDATE:
Legal Lines: Signatures
With the help of McClelland & Anderson, we are taking the most recently asked questions from our legal hotline and putting them in E
-news. We will be featuring a different question each issue.
QUESTION: I am representing a married man in the purchase of a
property. Do I also need his wife’s signature in order to have a valid purchase agreement?
ANSWER: NO, the wife’s signature is not required in order for a
married man to purchase property; however, when he decides to
sell this property, he will need his wife’s signature since she will acquire a dower interest in the property by virtue of marriage.

CENTRAL MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® IS
DEDICATED TO SERVING THE COMMUNITY BY PRESERVING
PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS AND PROVIDING EDUCATIONAL,
ETHICAL, AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES WHILE HOLDING THE
REALTOR® TO A HIGH STANDARD OF ACCOUNTABILITY.

New online CE course: Online Risk Management
Infinite prospecting and advertising opportunities are available to real estate professionals through social media,
blogging, property listing website, and email resources. Whether you’re an experienced Internet-savvy professional or have yet to create a Facebook profile, this course will help you gain an understanding of the legal, regulatory, ethical, and professional issues that should shape your online content and conduct.

This exciting new course features:
Resources to help you in developing your online presence through personal websites, blogs, social media profiles, email campaigns, etc.
Tech tips from Amy Chorew that will assist you in protecting your online image
Details on reducing legal, ethical, regulatory, and practical risk you face through your online real estate activities
Checklists with website best practices and email etiquette tips that can be used in your online marketing activities
A handout with tips on avoiding E&O insurance claims stemming from your online real estate activities.

How about some interesting links...
http://youtu.be/q385sFsq8vw
http://www.mirealtors.com/content/podcast.htm
NARWeeklyReport@realtors.org

Our Vision Statement:
CMAR, a premier REALTOR® Association, provides focused
educational opportunities, enriched membership services,
community involvement, and expansion of technology for its
members and the public.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Governor Signs Legislation Combating Mortgage Fraud
Legislation providing tougher penalties to those who knowingly engage in mortgage fraud has
been passed through the legislature and recently signed into law by Governor Snyder. These new
Public Acts seek to address the increased amounts of mortgage fraud in Michigan.
Senate Bills 249-252, now Public Acts 201 thru 204, make mortgage fraud a specific felony by
setting fines and jail time depending on the value of the subject property. The new laws also revise the sentencing guidelines to provide for new penalties, along with the inclusion of notaries
who knowingly partake in mortgage fraud schemes.
In addition to cracking down on mortgage fraud, these new laws protect the legitimate mortgage
loan industry, and help prevent innocent homeowners from losing their homes. Fighting mortgage
fraud benefits others as well, including those who live in neighborhoods containing abandoned
homes, and local units of government that rely on property tax revenue. The new laws give prosecutors the tools they need to fight mortgage fraud, and would help ensure that the punishment
fits the crime. The MAR applauds the legislature for establishing tougher penalties on a prevalent
problem in the housing industry.

Warning! Contagious Condition and It's Not the Flu!
Dear Reader:
As most of you know, I write all of our monthly eNewsletters. They're all original and it's
fun doing them. Some of the ideas come from you and we thank you for that.
This month's email was given to me years ago. I wish I had written it. The author remains
unknown; believe me, I have tried to locate the original author. We believe in giving
credit.
That being said, it's still worth the time to read and learn from it.
Nancy Friedman
The Telephone Doctor
There is an infectious condition that may run rampant through your office. It has been brought to our attention that many of you already have
this condition, and that everyone is, at least, a carrier. Little is known
about the history of the condition, but there is some evidence that it has
persisted in humans for thousands of years. The condition is occasionally dormant in
some people and in apparent remission. A few people never show symptoms. Experts indicate that the condition is highly contagious, but not always serious. In fact, for some
people it may be beneficial. Statistics regarding the condition are difficult to develop as
most cases go unreported.
The condition is most commonly passed by personal contact. You may catch it just by
speaking with an infected person. Initial symptoms are so mild that you may not even
realize you have been infected. Later, the condition may have more marked effects on
you. Scientists also believe that the condition compounds itself, that is, the severity increases with increased exposure.
Experts also report that the condition can be transmitted in other ways. Reading a letter
written by an infected person may create symptoms. Several cases have indicated instances where a single individual has infected large numbers of people through written
material.
The condition is also commonly passed on by talking on the telephone with an infected
person. Experts are not exactly sure how this happens, but symptoms have been observed
in people on the phone when no one else is near.
There is no known medical cure. The symptoms can be controlled to some extent, but
most people refuse treatment. Interestingly, however, experts have observed numerous
cases where a non-infected person has been able to temporarily alleviate all symptoms
from an infected person with only minimal contact.
The initial symptoms are evidenced by an upturning of the ends of the mouth, often to
the extent of showing one's teeth. The psychological effects can be very pronounced. The
condition is often accompanied by a feeling of warmth (but not a fever) and happiness.
People have been known to become almost euphoric during acute episodes. Many infected people can be convinced to do almost anything and most find it difficult to be unkind
or rude. The condition is called chronic infectious smilyosis, or more commonly, smiling.
If you encounter someone with this condition, there is little you can do - just smile!

JUST FOR LAUGHS

Are You Our Friend?
Don’t forget to friend us on FaceBook and
“like” our CMAR page in order to get up-todate, interactive information on mid
Michigan realty news!
www.facebook.com/cmiar

Weird Thoughts
Why is there an expiration date on my sour cream
container?
Why do we park on driveways and drive on parkways?
Why do we send cargo by ship, and shipments by car?
Why call it a building if it's already been built?
Why do kamikazee pilots wear helmets?
How do you know when it's time to tune your bagpipes?
Is it true that cannibals don't eat clowns because they
taste funny?
If the front of your car says 'DODGE', do you really need
a horn?
What do sheep count when they can't get to sleep?

Valuable Information, Cutting
Edge Technology
Did you know that every 30 days
is necessary to clean the inside of
your computer screen?
Many people ignore this fact and
do not know how. The manufacturers take advantage of this to
increase sales.
A friend warned me and I want to
share this information with my
contacts. Please share with your
friends.
How To clean the screen inside,
just go to:
http://www.horness.com/tools/
screenclean.swf

